
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

 

 
Specialty License Plate Audit       October 30, 2012 
The Able Trust      
Audit Report 201112-25 

                 
 
Executive Summary 
 
The purpose of this audit was to examine the Florida Endowment Foundation for 
Vocational Rehabilitation (also known as The Able Trust) financial data associated with 
specialty license plate fees for compliance with applicable laws, policies and 
regulations.  The Able Trust is required to submit a Specialty License Plate Revenue, 
Expenditure and Compliance Affidavit to the Department within 9 months after the end 
of The Able Trust fiscal year.  The most recent affidavit The Able Trust submitted, year 
ended June 30, 2011, was used for this audit.  
 
For every Biker’s Care Motorcycle specialty license plate sold or renewed, a $20 
administrative fee is charged and distributed to The Able Trust, a 501(c)(3) public-
private partnership foundation established by the Florida Legislature in 1990.  During 
Fiscal Year 2010-2011, The Able Trust received $342,765 in specialty license plate 
fees.    
 
Section 320.08068, Florida Statutes (F.S.), specifies The Able Trust may retain a 
maximum of 10 percent of the proceeds from the sale of the license plate for 
administrative costs, and the remaining funds should be distributed as follows:  
 

 Twenty percent to the Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Program Trust Fund; 
 Twenty percent to Prevent Blindness Florida; 
 Twenty percent to the Blind Services Foundation of Florida; 
 Twenty percent to the Foundation for Vocational Rehabilitation to support the 

Personal Care Attendant Program pursuant to Section 413.402, F.S.; and 
 Twenty percent to the Florida Association of Centers for Independent Living to be 

used to leverage additional funding and new sources of revenue for the centers 
for independent living in this state. 

 
Based on examination of the financial records of The Able Trust, the amounts reported 
on the Motorcycle Specialty License Plate Revenue, Expenditure and Compliance 
Affidavit for the period ended June 30, 2011, reflect revenues and expenditures in 
compliance with the requirements of Sections 320.08056 and 320.08068, F.S. 
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Background and Introduction  
 
Specialty license plates are license plates available to the general public with unique 
designs that promote philanthropic and other causes and require payment of an 
additional annual use fee.  Section 320.08056, F.S., authorizes the issuance of all 
specialty license plates and specifies the annual use fee for each type of specialty 
license plate.  Florida offers 120 specialty license plates.   
 
Section 320.08062, F.S., grants the Department authority to examine all records relating 
to the use of specialty license plate funds.  The Office of Inspector General included the 
examination of specialty license plates, including the Biker’s Care Motorcycle specialty 
license plate, in its annual work plan.  
 
The Biker’s Care Motorcycle specialty license plate was enacted in 2003.  For every 
Motorcycle license plate sold or renewed, a $20 administrative fee is charged and 
distributed to The Able Trust, a 501(c)(3) public-private partnership foundation 
established by the Florida Legislature in 1990.  The mission of The Able Trust is to be a 
key leader in providing Floridians with disabilities successful opportunities for 
employment.  The Able Trust enables approximately 2,000 Florida citizens with 
disabilities to enter the workforce each year.  The Able Trust youth programs provide 
career development and transition to almost 2,000 students with disabilities annually, 
helping to reduce the dropout rate and prepare young adults for life beyond high school.  
 
Section 320.08068, Florida Statutes (F.S.), specifies The Able Trust may retain a 
maximum of 10 percent of the proceeds from the sale of the license plate for 
administrative costs, and the remaining funds should be distributed as follows:  
 

 Twenty percent to the Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Program Trust Fund; 
 Twenty percent to Prevent Blindness Florida; 
 Twenty percent to the Blind Services Foundation of Florida; 
 Twenty percent to the Foundation for Vocational Rehabilitation to support the 

Personal Care Attendant Program pursuant to s. 413.402; and 
 Twenty percent to the Florida Association of Centers for Independent Living to be 

used to leverage additional funding and new sources of revenue for the centers 
for independent living in this state. 

 
The Able Trust is required to submit a Specialty License Plate Revenue, Expenditure 
and Compliance Affidavit to the Department within 9 months after the end of The Able 
Trust fiscal year.  The most recent affidavit The Able Trust submitted, period ended 
June 30, 2011, was used for this audit.  
 
During Fiscal Year 2010-2011, The Able Trust received $342,765 in specialty license 
plate fees.  
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Results of Audit 
 

The amounts reported on the Motorcycle Specialty License Plate Revenue, Expenditure 
and Compliance Affidavit for the period ended June 30, 2011, reflect revenues and 
expenditures in compliance with the requirements of Sections 320.08056 and 
320.08068, F.S.  
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ATTACHMENT 1 - Purpose, Scope and Methodology 
 

The purpose of this audit was to examine The Able Trust financial data associated with 
specialty license plate activities and determine compliance with applicable laws, policies 
and regulations. 
 
The scope of this audit included revenues and expenditures reported on The Able Trust 
affidavit (Appendix 1) for the period ended June 30, 2011. 
 
Methodology included: 
 

 Reviewing Department policies and procedures related to specialty license plate 

fees; 

 Reviewing Florida Statute related to specialty license plate fees; 

 Reconciling the Department distribution of annual use fees to the fees reported 

by The Able Trust;  

 Reconciling the Department distribution of annual use fees to receipts recorded 

in The Able Trust financial records;  

 Reconciling revenue reported on The Able Trust affidavit to The Able Trust 

financial records; 

 Reconciling the expenditures reported on The Able Trust affidavit to The Able 

Trust financial records; 

 Tracing expenditures reported on The Able Trust affidavit to supporting 

documentation; and 

 Examining The Able Trust supporting documentation for compliance with Section 

320.08068, F.S. 

 



Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 
Office of Inspector General 

 

 
Audit Report No. 201112-25 ● Page 5 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 2 - Audit Team and Statement of Accordance 
 
Engagement Team 
 

Erin Mook, Auditor 
Ronnie Atkins, CPA, CIA, CMA, Audit Director 
 
Statement of Accordance  
 

Section 20.055, Florida Statutes, requires the Florida Department of Highway Safety 
and Motor Vehicles’ Inspector General to review, evaluate and report on policies, plans, 
procedures, accounting, financial and other operations of the Department and to 
recommend improvements.   
 
This audit engagement was conducted in accordance with applicable International 
Standards for the Professional Practice of Internal Auditing published by the Institute of 
Internal Auditors and Principles and Standards for Inspectors General published by the 
Association of Inspectors General.   
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ATTACHMENT 3 - Addressee and Distribution List   
 

Julie L. Jones, Executive Director 
Susanne Homant, President and CEO, The Able Trust 
 

Copies distributed to: 

Diana Vaughn, Deputy Executive Director 
Stacy Arias, Chief of Staff 
Boyd Walden, Director of Motorist Services 
Steven Fielder, Deputy Director of Motorist Services 
 
Melinda M. Miguel, Chief Inspector General 
David W. Martin, Auditor General 
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APPENDIX 1 - Specialty License Plate Compliance Affidavit   
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